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Title of presentation: What informs a society’s decision on what limits or expands human freedom?
CANDIDATE SECTION
Candidate responses on this form must be limited to a maximum of 500 words. It is not permitted to exceed the two sides of the
candidate section.
Describe your real life situation:

-Brittany Maynard was diagnosed with a glioblastoma brain tumor in January, 2014.
-She didn't want to live through the pain, so she moved to Oregon where Euthanasia (assisted suicide) was legal.
-Spent the last few months of her life promoting Euthanasia through a nonprofit called Compassion & Choices.
-Her suicide through prescribed medications recently inspired the Legislative Branch to legalize Euthanasia in California as
Governor Jerry Brown would have wanted that option should he ever fall terminally ill.

State your central knowledge question (this must be expressed as a question):

What informs a society’s decision on what limits or expands human freedom?

Explain the connection between your real life situation and your knowledge question:

*Euthanasia is a controversial topic. It is the process in which someone terminally ill takes their own lives with the help of a
medical professional in order to avoid living their life with constant pain.

-When we know someone who's committed suicide before, we usually feel a sense of guilt as if we contributed something
that resulted in them deciding to take their own lives, however that is not the case with euthanasia. They were 100%
decided to do it themselves.

-Having the opportunity to take one's own life by choice of assisted suicide is an example of the limit/limitless amount of
options we have in our own society that affects how we live our own lives.
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Outline how you intend to develop your presentation, with respect to perspectives, subsidiary knowledge questions,
arguments, etc. Responses below can be presented in continuous prose or as bullet points:

Linking questions:
1. What role does intuition, reason and emotion play in making the decision of what is ethical?
2. In what ways are language and one’s actions limited by history?
3. To what extent do religious beliefs influence our perception on the world?
Claims: (counterclaims excluded -- refer to outline).
1. Intuitions are opinions. 2. Reason= “prison of logic". 3. Emotions interfere with making good decisions// 1. We are bound
to repeat mistakes if we do not study the past. 2. We are all categorized by many different aspects. 3. Past events obstruct
the use of various language in many parts of the world// 1.Religious beliefs promotes ethical foundations. 2. Religious
beliefs influence behavior and perspectives. 3. Religious beliefs cloud our judgment.
TOK Connections:
1. Aim of education is to help us ‘unlearn’ naive intuitions. 2. Reason makes it hard to see with different perspectives. 3.
Emotions are a source of knowledge, but can also be an obstacle to knowledge// 1. History is concerned with the past, and
one obvious problem with trying to know the past is that it no longer exists. 2. It has, for example, been said that history
shows that war is inevitable, or that different races are unable to live together in harmony. 3. History is a defence against
propaganda // 1. Having religious beliefs does indeed affect the way we behave around and think about others. 2. Perhaps
the simplest approach to ethics would be to find an authoritative rule book which told us what moral principles to follow. 3.
The world’s great religions have been, and continue to be, important sources of moral insight and guidance to millions of
people. However, they do not settle all the questions, or free us from the responsibility of thinking about ethics.
Examples: (excluding counterclaim examples).
1. Death Note/Allegory of the cave/Optimistic vs. Pessimistic/2. Politics/Out of Place/Slavery/ 3.LGBT/Religions/The Bible
Show how your conclusions have significance for your real life situation and other real life situations:

We are limited in order to live a long, happy and safe life, and without limitations.. life would vanish.
Religion, history, our own intuition, reason and much more greatly affect our freedom, both limiting and expanding it in
certain aspects. They all play a role in what we are and are not limited to.
Although not every single point is agreeable with, without them to limit us in certain ways, everything would be hectic and
chaotic, as we would never know when enough is enough, or what is right from wrong.
The real life situation of Brittany Maynard's assisted suicide is only one of the many forms in which these limitations are
shown in their entirety.
It shows that our limitations are set and affected by many, many aspects throughout time and history. They were not just
made up and forced upon a society simply because they deemed it a necessity to impose. Limitations are needed as a way
for everyone to know that everything has its limits to certain extents that cannot be surpassed simply because of the
means of curiosity or other aspects that may affect a given person.
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