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CANDIDATE SECTION
Candidate responses on this form must be limited to a maximum of 500 words. It is not permitted to exceed the two sides of the
candidate section.
Describe your real life situation:

Barbie is seen as the perfect woman and is highly praised in society.
In Russia a girl named Valeria Lukyanova transformed her body to look identical to Barbie’s.
Even though Valeria Lukyanova resembled Barbie, she was looked down upon by society because they thought she didn’t
look normal.

State your central knowledge question (this must be expressed as a question):

What determines the standards of being “normal” or “accepted” by society?

Explain the connection between your real life situation and your knowledge question:

Society inflicts tons of unseen pressure on people within the social order.
Valeria felt an immense amount of pressure from society to look a certain way, so she changed her entire self-image to fit
within the boundaries of perfection that society set.
After she changed her image to resemble Barbie, society was still unhappy with the way she looked.
This connects to our knowledge question because to no extent will society ever be happy, so with this knowledge question
we will investigate which factors create society’s standards.
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Outline how you intend to develop your presentation, with respect to perspectives, subsidiary knowledge questions,
arguments, etc. Responses below can be presented in continuous prose or as bullet points:

We will talk about our real-life situation and discuss the main knowledge question.
Real-life situation: Valeria Lukyanova
Knowledge question: What determines the standards of being “normal” or “accepted” by society?
Then we will answer three linking questions through different perspectives.
1. How is art used by society to persuade people to follow society’s standards of normal?
Society uses art as manipulation and education.
2. How is natural sciences used to prove what is sexually “normal”?
Natural Sciences can help verify our observations with the use of inductivism, yet natural sciences can cause us to create
hasty generalizations.
3. How does perception modify the roles people play in society?
Perception allows us to see all aspects of a problem, but sometimes our perception on a situation will change depending on
how we experience it.
Finally, we will answer our main knowledge question in our conclusion:
Society determines its standards through the actions of those who are highly praised within the social order.
Yet nothing is ever enough to please society.

Show how your conclusions have significance for your real life situation and other real life situations:

Through our conclusions we are able to distinguish the factors that determine society’s standards.
We can see the methods society uses to establish their standards and identify their intentions.
It’s significant to our real-life situation because by understanding society’s intentions, we are able to find better tactics to
deal with the aftermath society unleashes when we don’t fit within their standards. For example, how Valeria received many
rude comments and disapproving looks from society and those within the social order.
Our conclusions may also help guide us to find ways to accomplish world peace and deal with peoples insecurities which is
inflicted upon them by society.
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TEACHER SECTION
Enter your mark (0-10) for this presentation: 9

Provide comments to support your assessment of the presentation:

GREAT presentation!
In fact, it was a model presentation in most ways -- great introduction, excellent connections throughout to TOK concepts
and to the primary knowledge question.
It would be the perfect presentation to show to classes as a model, except for the fact that it went about ten minutes too
long.

