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Prompt: “Art is a lie that brings us nearer to the truth” (Pablo Picasso). Evaluate this claim in the relation to a specific art form (For example, visual arts, literature, theatre).


Art is a lie because it is a portrait of our minds. Since our minds are flawed due to imperfection; we only project what we want other people to see.  Truth is defined as a true statement, but in visual art its how we see the truth. Each and every one of us views knowledge differently and that makes the truth ambiguous. Science is sometimes used to alter art in any slightest way to speak of something new but with the same concept. Also the time period can alter the changes and views and style of the form of art. Within this essay, I am going to explain how visual art is a lie that brings us nearer to the truth. Visual art is also based on how a person is going to see it, how they tilt their heads to the side or their minds.


 The truth, sometimes, resides in a form of art. Its how the artist portray it on the canvas and how we obtain it, either by perception or close examination. One example of a lie is a replica of a famous piece of artwork, like the Mona Lisa. This picture displays the happiness that is revealed on Mona Lisa and the mysterious unknown smile. A replica was created by the “Mythbusters”, host Adam Savage and Jamie Hyneman, with a machine. They produced a one thousand, one hundred barrel paint ball gun that painted the Mona Lisa in a record eight millisecond. While Leonardo Da Vinci took sixteen years to complete it full with life and emotions, the replica made by the Mythbusters was distorted and dull. It was not able to produce the same features that an artist would contribute to the painting. In the Mona Lisa, you can see what Leonardo saw in his own eyes.  It only produced another vision of the painting, like a lie, since it does not contain the attributes of the original drawing. Our sense of perception allows us to tell the difference in art. From this example, it is how we see thing as it is. The replica of the master pieces is a phenomenal experience to create but nothing can undermine the truth. 


In science, you can alter the look, erase, add and delete objects. This hides the meaning or changes it. With picture editing programs on computers and laptops, anyone can change and edit any pictures such as: Microsoft Picture manager and Adobe Photoshop. On the show CSI, one of the episodes focused around a picture from a satellite that was the answer to finding the culprits. The picture revealed a rural area, a few buildings and a car. In the middle of the picture, someone had edited it using the blurring tool and had covered up an object. The investigators then re-edited the picture to find the covered object. In this example, the truth was covered by technology. With close examination, the investigators were able to see the disturbed area of the picture and correct it. They used perception, logic, and reasoning to indicate the difference, and then they undo the edited part, sharpened the image, and fit it in the full picture. After depicting the picture, they were able to locate the place and arrest the enemies. Art changes with science like how plants and animals change their physical appearance.


In the world, everything is not like how it seems. Plants and animals have also learned how to change or adapt their physical appearance. A good example is the Venus Fly trap. Its natural, intricate design allows it to capture flies. It may look like a flower with nectar in to insects, it but when the tentacles that are on the mouth gets disturbs, it closes on the prey and absorbs is nutrients. This plant lies to on the outside but is only the truth that looks like a lie. An example of an animal that lie with art is the Atlas moth. These types of moths are a perfect example of natural selection. Their large wings are made to scare away predators. Spots on the wings represents scary eyes and the wings itself represents the face of the creature. This deception reveals the moth’s identity but to the predators, they are clues, captivated by the horrific eyes on the wings. In these examples, art is a way of life, even if you have to lie.


The history of the art reflects back on the Renaissance, the rebirth of culture. In this time period, art had begun to make a statement with different styles of painting like vanishing points that give a three dimensional look to an artwork and impressionism. There are abstract paintings, or paintings that bend reality or people being made of thousands of shapes and colors. In some paintings, like abstract, you can view it in many ways and have it be anything you see. The artist may have seen something different from what you are seeing but is there a right and a wrong? Art lies because it can be encoded into many various shapes and strokes. A good example would be Picasso, "Guernica" (1937). It is a painting about the war that has crazy characters all over the place portraying emotions such as fear and horror. It can be placed upside down and it probably still look right, as long as it portrays the emotions. We can also go farther than this to the ancient style of hieroglyphs, drawings of people and symbols that are etched on walls or caves or ruins. It depends how someone deciphers they may decipher it wrong and be falsely interpreted. Logic and reasoning is applied to this kind of visual art. There are often repeating patterns that are obvious and, they can be used to decipher or conclude another passage. But the truth is mainly on how the person sees it.


In many visual art concepts, the truth is over exaggerated, mainly in war propagandas. During the period of World War one, there were many propaganda of the Germans being portrayed as giant savage gorillas that terror to the people. This is over exaggerated by that of the Germans being over sized primates. This gives the enemy a much worse name than how they really are. They also have Uncle Sam and Lady Liberty to try and convince more men and women to enlist or help out in the war.  Depending on the viewer, some of these propagandas are very convincing. They have a purpose and a reason for the viewer to believe in and the truth would be pushed aside and ignored. The reason why much propaganda had captivated many men and women into the war is because of the emotions that are coming out of the pictures. I also had to make propaganda about World War 1; it was a picture of an old lady surrounded by rubble and smoke. In the background, there were collapsed walls and a burning foreign flag. This revealed how the old lady felt, the sadness in her eyes and the quote, “I don’t have to tell you anything to understand. Save me.” Sympathy, anger, pity, sadness, these emotion can be seen in most war propagandas; this is how the viewer finds no real truth and creates their own. 


Over all, art is or can be a lie that brings us nearer to the truth. It hides or covers the truth of knowledge and leaves us to find it or conclude it. Art can be found all around us, even in nature, with the animals and plant life. It is how and when you use it that art can hide the obvious truth. The science behind the picture, the history of when it was done, and how the viewer sees it makes the truth ambiguous. 
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