Chia & Xi

How Western and Asian Culture view Collectivism vs. Individuals

INTRODUCTION:
Introduce Yourselves & Your topic:
Our names are Zoun Vang, Chia Vang, and Xi Yang. The topic of our presentation is “how Western and Asian culture view collectivism vs. individualism.”
Why you picked your topic:
We picked our topic to show the differences between different cultures views.
List you knowledge issues:
1.    How can Western and Asian culture perceive collectivism and individualism?
2.    How can language be used to promote the significance of collectivism vs. individualism?
3.    How can reason be used to support their view on the issue?

BODY:
Take each Knowledge issue one at a time:
How can Western and Asian culture perceive collectivism and individualism?

Western culture perceives individualism as a good thing and divert from collectivism. People are encouraged to be unique and to not fit into a group. 
Asian culture perceives collectivism as a good thing and divert from individualism. People are encouraged to stay in a group such as family. 

How can language be used to promote the significance of collectivism vs. individualism?

Western culture promote collectivism using words like the word “I”. Individualism means  “a society in which the ties between individuals are loose.” 
Asian culture promote collectivism by tying  the word to success in groups. 

How can reason be used to support their view on collectivism and individualism?

Western culture reasons that individualism is a good thing because individualism gives people the feeling of self-achievement, and lets people set their own goals. Individualism “ensures independence, choices and freedom of speech.”
Group cooperation is the “norm.” “Group, family or rights for the common good seen as more important than the rights of individuals.”

Identify linking question to Area of Knowledge & connect to Knowledge issue

Historically, how has the perception changed overtime?
Japanese and Korean lifestyles, historically, “were based on rice crop culture, which called for cooperation.” “Therefore, they could not become distinctive individuals and they didn’t need many leaders.” Asian culture has not changed over time.

How can religion affect perception?
In Asian culture, the religion “Confucianism, and their thinking as what are related to their lifestyle.” The religion affected how they perceive collectivism.

How has language changed overtime?

Language has not changed at all over time. Language has been the same for both cultures.

How does Western and Asian culture see what is right or wrong between collectivism and individualism?

In collectivism Asian culture sees being independent as “shameful.”
In individualism, Western culture sees being dependent as “shameful.”

Conclusion:
We believe in the perception of Western culture in individualism. We believe that being unique and standing out is the right thing to do and it is the “norm.” Individualism is a good thing.
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